CHAPTER   IV

FOUNDATION   OF  BRITISH   GOVERNMENT

IN Fort St. George, founded in 1639, the traveller
may see, perhaps better than anywhere else in
India, under what conditions our forefathers lived
in the seventeenth century. The old fortress
remains much as it was when French and English
fought for it, and the Madrassees do not forget its
historic precedence.

It was not till sixty years after its foundation
that the bigot Aurangzeb, in whose hands the
Mogul Empire was already crumbling, gave a site
on the Hoogly to the traders of Bengal, who main-
tained their position, without an army, because of
Britain's might at sea. And Britain now holds
India by virtue of her fleet, without which it would
be impossible to maintain the white army in the
country ; and it was by sea that all Europeans came
to India, just as all Mahomedan invaders came by
land.

The Portuguese tried to discover a direct route
over the water, whereby they could avoid the
transit duties levied by the Sultan for the passage
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